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Who are we?

Goals:
ÅHelp students become independent, confident 

writers through an interactive approach to writing

Services: 
ÅOffer one-on-one tutoring sessions by 

appointment

Locations 
ÅTwo locations in the university

Hours:
ÅSunday-Thursday 10:00am to 4:00pm



Peer-Tutoring Program

ÅIntroduced Fall 2004

ÅWell-qualified students are selected as tutors

ÅTutors go through a semester long course (WRI 

221)

ÅWriting Center has gained popularity



Our Clientele

Our Writing Center reflects cultural and linguistic 
diversity of our university

Å52% of AUS students have been educated in a 
British or American system

Å48% have gone through a non-English system of 
education

Å84% of these students have been educated in 
Arabic, 7% in Farsi, 4% in French, and 5% in other 
languages such as Turkish, Chinese, and Russian



Challenges:

ÅFirst Language Interference Errors

ÅCultural Issues

ÅParticipation

ÅMisconceptions about the Writing Center

ÅThe Facilitative/Directive Approach to 
Tutoring



Student Participation
Ljubisa Djordjevic



Participation

ÅSigns:

ïNon responsiveness

ïBody language

ïAgitation

ÅNot unique to this region

ÅCauses?



New Experiences

ÅFirst experience of 1-on-1 tutoring

ÅUnaccustomed to 

peer tutoring

ÅWe have to participate!? We contribute!?

ÅSolutions :

»Introductions are vital

»Explanation

»Small-talk


