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Hello!  

 

It is with great pride that the Writing Center introduces to you the first issue of 

Write NOW! our magazine.   Having edited the Writing Center's Newsletter previ-

ously, it has been a pleasure to work on our new look magazine with the help of 

my colleague Mariam.   I am sure that this Spring 2011 issue is terrific!   

  

We have articles ranging in topics; both in English and Arabic.  Do you need a 

formula for happiness? Mariam Al Kaabi has it in one of our Arabic entries. Also,  

read about ôThe spirit of our deadõ, ôAll the rain for youõ, ôMy Lost bedõ  and you 

can also get some  Arabic pronunciation practice, too.  

 

With the current trends in the world, maybe you wondered why some Arabs na-

tions are revolting. And why there was such a disastrous earthquake in Japan. 

Well, the answer is one that, I am sure, you never thought of. Read about how the 

moon revolving round the earth affects human behaviour amongst other things.  

 

While most of us have had rosy childhoods under the loving care of our mothers, 

for others, it hasnõt been so good. Read the story of Mariam Shisiaõs childhood 

under the care of a cruel step -mother.  

 

Find out about the Harvard World Model United Nations, as written by Fatima 

Tariq. Also read about the thrills of being a Sheikh Muhammad bin Zayedõs 

Scholar. And for those who never had a chance to attend the MENAWCA confer-

ence, you didnõt miss anything. It is all here in black and white!  You will also 

come across other articles about self awareness, the Abu Dhabi book Fair, forget-

ting the past, to name but a few.  

 

Come next semester, we will be looking forward to receive your pieces of writing to 

be published in our next issue.  

 

Again, it was a pleasure to edit this magazine.  I hope you find as much enjoy-

ment in reading it as I did while editing it.  

Happy summer holidays!!  
 

Zena N. Abdullahi  
Faculty of Science  
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Whatõs Happening  

 

 

NOW? 

 

  

The MENAWCA Conference  

 
òé obstacles can disappear in front 

of strong ambition and hard-work 

in order to achieve goals.ó 

 

 

Abu Dhabi International Book Fair   

 
òA book could let you live in  

another world éó 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

   . 
 

  

Communication Through Writing  

 
òé ...we write some piece of    

writing without knowing it ó 

 

ЬЦ/ЬЧϦ ъ 

сКϝвϦϮъϜ ̳ϞϝкϼЮϜ (ЬϮ϶ЮϜ) 

  Ϣϸ̮̮̮̮Ϛϝ̮̮̮Т Ϣϼ̮̮̮І̮̮̮К оϸ̮̮̮ϲϖ

         Ϟ̮̮̮̮Ϧ̮̮̮ЪЮϜ Ϣ̭Ϝϼ̮̮̮̮ЧЮ 

 

  

Giving Back  

ϞϺ̮̮̮̮Ъ̮̮̮̮Ϧ ъ 
 

The Other Face of the Moon  

сϠжϦвЮϜ Йв ϣУЦм 

 

The World of Keys!  

 
òCan a key from Australia 

open a lock in the UAE? ó 
 

ϣ̮̮̮ЦϜϸ̮̮ЊЮϜ 
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Now  

W 
e, the UAEU -UGRU 

Writing Center peer 

tutors, attended the 

Middle East -North Africa 

Writing Centers Alliance 

(MENAWCA) conference on 

the 17 th  and 18 th  February, 

2011.  This was held at the 

American University of Shar-

jah.  Besides our university, 

universities from Dubai, Abu -

Dhabi, Sharjah, Oman, Qatar, 

Kuwait and Azerbaijan also 

were present at this confer-

ence.  

 

The female tutors from the 

Maqam Writing Center pre-

sented on the topic ôSustaining 

A Peer Tutor Programmeõ, 

while the male tutors from the 

Islamic Institute Writing Cen-

ter spoke on the topic ôNew 

Regional Peer Tutor Forumõ.  

Both sessions provoked a lot of 

interesting questions and dis-

cussion with the audience.  

 

Attending the MENAWCA 

conference not just benefitted 

us as peer tutors, but made us 

feel how important our tutor-

ing is to students.  We attend-

ed different sessions and some 

universities talked about how 

their students are in need of   

The Middle East - North Africa Writing Centers 

Alliance (MENAWCA) Conference  

By : Requia Harous - Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Nidaõa Abdulrahman - Faculty of Science, Soumaya Ibrahim - Faculty 

of Humanities and Social Sciences, Fathima Sabir - Faculty of Food and Agriculture  

ñ obstacles can disappear in 

front of strong ambition  

ò 

4ÈÅ 5!%5ɂ 5'25 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ #ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ 0ÅÅÒ 4ÕÔÏÒ 4ÅÁÍ ɉ-ÁÑÁÍɊ  

ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -%.!7#! #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 
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Last month, I went to the Abu Dhabi 

Book Fair.  For me, I felt strange there.  

Honestly, I didnõt read much, but being 

among all those books made me wonder 

why I am a little far from books.   

Many people spent years writing such 

books so others can benefit from them.  

Our job is just to read and pick what we 

want from many ideas, thoughts and 

useful experiences.  So, in that place I 

felt the importance of books and decided 

to increase the number of books that I 

should read every month.   

A book could let you live in another 

world that you may dream about, so I 

just want to tell you please, give a book 

a chance!  

Abu Dhabi International Book Fair 2011  

such tutoring help and 

that they are working on developing a 

writing center at their universities.  

They mentioned how some universi-

ties, like our university, inspired them 

to offer such help to their students.  

Peer tutoring is and will always be an 

essential thing in every university.  

 

One of the most interesting sessions 

that we attended was held by two 

American girls who are working in the 

writing center of Azerbaijan State Ped-

agogical University.  We were im-

pressed by their ambition to make that 

writing center useful for non -native 

English speaking students.  However, 

they didnõt have much support from 

institutions to supply the center with 

new technological equipment such as 

computers, rather they did their best 

to go to 

p l a c e s 

where they 

could work 

with stu-

dents using 

such  tech-

nology.  The 

most im-

portant thing 

that we have learned from 

this session is that obstacles 

can disappear in front of 

strong ambition and hard work in or-

der to achieve goals.  

 

Overall, the experience was great and 

we hope to attend many more similar 

conferences.  

0ÅÅÒ ÔÕÔÏÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 5!%5 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ɉ-ÅÎȭÓɊ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 

&ÅÍÁÌÅ 5!%
5 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 

#ÅÎÔÅÒ ÐÅÅ
Ò 

ÔÕÔÏÒÓ  ÁÄ
ÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ 

ÁÕÄÉÅÎÃÅ 

By : Soumayya Ibrahim Younis - Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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Prisoner in My Own Home  

ò 
Afternoon bell again!ó  Thatõs how I would 

exclaim on hearing the bell which meant dis-

missal home.  As every student rejoiced and 

sang happily the farewell songs to the teacher, I 

would turn to the classroom corner and sob.  I hat-

ed departure time; I wished I remained in school 

forever.  I remember the way other students would 

curse school and they would   describe it as: ôa 

place of huge fortress buildings making up a pris-

onõ, while itõs the only place I found solace in.  

They would run out of the gate to hug and cuddle 

their mothers, and I would walk slowly like a sick    

tortoise, stealing envious glances at them.  My 

motherõs demise when I was six was a turning 

point in my life, and that was the last time I was 

picked up from school.  

Reaching home, I would rush to the kitchen 

hoping for lunch.  Guess what I would find!  No 

food ready and a heap of dirty kitchen utensils in 

the sink.  Running to the sitting room, I would find 

this lady, the evil lady whose role was to take care 

of us; she would be watching television, if not man-

icur ing and pedicur ing.  Greet ing her would be a 

waste of time, and could also lead to my punish-

ment.  How could I prepare food on dirty utensils?  

Turning to the water 

cans, again, no wa-

ter!  So my schedule 

became obvious.  On reaching home, I would fetch 

water from the well, wash the mountain of utensils 

in the sink, collect firewood, prepare lunch, go 

shopping, and help with dinner preparations.  I 

always went to sleep exhausted, and not having 

completed my homework, and I would prepare my-

self for cane strikes from the teachers.  And my life 

became   normal that way.  I always wondered 

why we did not hire a helper, even though we 

could afford one.  

The question remains, òshould I forgive and for-

get?ó  I cannot promise I will do so, because when-

ever I think of it, I get the pain of a fresh wound.  I 

was denied the happiness every child deserves, 

and I shall always live to mourn the day of my lov-

ing motherõs demise.  Therefore, as you speak hap-

pily and rejoice about the intimacy of your homes, 

I will always remember the prison in mine.  As you 

praise and talk about your loving mothers, I will 

always keep quiet and wait for your departure, 

then sob silently as I have always doneé 

ñ I wished I  

remained in 

school foreverĎ ò 
 By:  Mariam Anguba Shisia -  Faculty of Science 

memoirs  

L 
ife is strange.  

When we were in 

school, we all 

thought ð ôour school-life 

of 14 years would Never 

Never Never Come to an 

End!õ.  But it did and 

now school-life is just a 

memory.  A good old 

memory!  We had the-

se funny interesting 

classmates - the Nerd 

Nunu, the Fat Fofo, the Two Faced Ayoosh, the 

Tormenting Hamood, the Liar -Liar, the Sleeping 

Beauty, the Sleepless Soso, the Pinky Posh, the 

Car Crazy and many more amazing characters.  

We were required to write 100 times   imposition 

since we made an error in the spelling of 

ômayonnaiseõ.  AND most fortunately or unfortu-

nately, we had ôGigantic Examsõ at the end of eve-

ry year.  Today when I look back, I find it quite 

humorous, but I canõt forget the tension and the 

anxiety I was put through then!  But right now, 

life is different, a lot different. Itõs good yet some-

where deep down within us, we miss the child-

hood that we once had!  

In fact, we mostly miss things once we lose 
them forever and this trend of  ôMissing the old 

memories õ will continue.  Adults will miss their 

childhood days while the elderly will miss their 

youth.  WHY?  Well, beats me!  Somethings never 

change, no matter how many decades pass by.   

The Good Old Memories  
 By:  Fathima Sabir - Faculty of Food and Agriculture  

ñ We mostly miss things once 

we lose them forever  ...  

ò 
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 ϝҶвҶЯҶЪм сҶлҶϮм мҶЯҶЛϦ ϣвϝЂϦϠъϜм ϝлІϼТϒ ϤϝЂвлЮϜ ̲рмϸ ЙвЂϒ Ϩтϲм ̪сϦϸϝЂмм сІϜϼТ Ьвϲϒ ЬмϮϦвЮϜ ЙϚϝϠЮϝЪ
 дϒ ϢϼҶтҶПҶЊ ϢϝҶϦТ ϣЯт϶в дв ϞЯАϦϦ ϤϜϸтЧЛϦм ̯ϜϾϝПЮϒ ϝлϦϝтА сТ ЬвϲϦм ϼϪЪϒ ϣЦмІв ϣЊЧЮϜ ϤжϝЪ ϼϠЪϒ ϸІϲЮϜ дϝЪ

 ̪ϣϚтϸϼЮϜ ϝлϦЊЦ Амт϶ ШϠϲϦЮ ̫ϼϠЪϒ ̱ϸϮϠ ЬвЛϦ  ϝлжв ϭЂжϦм  ϝлϦϼмАЂϒ  . ϣтЮϝϪвЮϜ 

 ϣҶІϼҶТ ЬҶϠϝҶЧҶв ϝҶлҶжҶК ЬϾϝҶжҶϦҶтм ϼҶтϼЂЮϜ ϣткϝТϼ дК пЯ϶Ϧт дϒ акϸϲц ϸϠъ дϝЪ ϢϼЂϒ ϣЂв϶м ϸъмϒ ϣϦЂ , ϣϦЂ
 аҶЮ , ШϜϺм ϜϺҶк аОϼм ̪дϝϠЂϲ ϼтО дв ϤϦϒ ϝлжмЪЮ ЌϼцϜ пЯК ЄϼУϦ дϒ ϼϠϮϦ ϸмЧжЛЮϜ ϼ϶ϐ ЙϠАЮϝϠм ϣЛЎϜмϦв

аЮ м ϝ̯вмт ϼвϺϦϒ  аЯϲϒ  ϤҶжҶЪ ЀҶЪҶЛҶЮϜ пҶЯҶК ЬϠ ϱтϼвϼтϼЂϠ ̯ϜϸϠϒ   ̭сҶІ рϒ дҶв ϼҶϪҶЪϒ сҶІϜϼҶТ ϸҶЧҶТϒ дϒ пҶІ϶ϒ

аЮϝЛЮ сϦϠϜмϠ ϸЧТϒ дϒ ϤтІ϶,ϼ϶ϐ   .РыϦ϶Ϝ ЬЪ ϣЮмУАЮϜ аЮϝК дК йвЮϝЛв РЯϦ϶Ϧ 

  ϣҶЊҶЧҶϠ ϒϸҶϠϒ аϒ ̬ сϦϜм϶ϒ дтϠϝв Ѐвϒ Ϩтϸϲ ЬвЪϒϒ ̬ йІϼТϒ дтϒ ϤϼϦϲϜ аЪ , ЈЊЧЮϜ ϸϼЂ ϒϸϠтм ЬтЯЮϜ сϦϓтм

 .ϢϼмϝϮвЮϜ ϣТϼПЮϜ дв аϸϝЧЮϜ рϸЮϜм ϼт϶ІϠ сУϦЪϜ аϒ ̬ с϶ϒ Йв ϢϸтϸϮ 

ϣЧтЧϲЮϜм   ИϝҶвҶЂ ϞҶ̴ЛҶЊт̳ дҶлҶЂҶвҶлҶТ сҶϦϜмҶ϶ϒ Ϣ̵ϼҶЂϒ дҶтҶϠ йЛЎϒм сІϜϼТ Ьвϲϒ ϤжЪТ сжϠϺϮ ϣϪмжцϜ аЮϝК дϒ
ϝҶ̯ЛҶϠҶА рϼҶвҶК ϼҶПҶЊЮ ШϜϺҶжϐ ϝҶкϝҶтϖ сҶжҶжҶЪϼϝҶІҶтЮ ̲дЪ ϝв ЬтЊϝУϦ, ϝлϦТϼЛвЮ ФмϦϒ ϤжЪ сϦЮϜ ЬтЊϝУϦЮϜ   дфϜ ϝҶвϒ,

 . ϢϸЮϝ϶ м ϢϼмУϲв сϦϼЪϜϺ сТ ϤЯД м ̯ϝ̵тЯЪ длϦϼЪϜϺ дв Ϥтϲв ϸЦ ϼϸЧЮϜ ϣтϼ϶ЂЮм 

ϼвЂЮϜ ϣЂЯϮ ϒϸϠϦм длϦ̵ϼЂϒ пЯК дтЧЯϦЂт ϣЧкϜϼвЮϜ ϼвК сТ ϤϝтϦТ ϣϪыϪ-ЬҶтЯЮϜ РЊϦжв сТ ϝϠтϼЧϦ-  ъ ЙҶϠҶАҶЮϝҶϠм
оϼҶϲцϝҶϠ мϒ дҶкϼϜϼҶЂϒ РϼҶЛҶϦЮ длϦ̵ϼЂϒ дтϠ ϝлЂУж ϼІϲϦ сϦЮϜ ϣЯУАЮϜ , сЂУж ϼЪϺ дК ЬУОϒ   ̲дҶлҶвҶЮϝҶК ϼϜϼҶЂϒ

ϣϠϜϺϮ ϣЦϜϼϠ дтмϝжК Ьвϲт рϺЮϜ ϼтϪвЮϜ  аҶϦҶϦҶ϶Ҷтм ϞҶϲҶЮϜ пҶЮϖ ЬҶЧϦжтЮ ϣЦϜϸЊЮϝϠ ϨтϸϲЮϜ ϒϸϠт Ϩтϲ ,   ϝҶвм ϬϜмϾҶЮϝҶϠ
ϣтЮϝϪв Ϣϝтϲм ϣтϸϼм аыϲϒ дв йтЯК ϞϦϼϦт   сҶжϺϒ сҶТ ̭сҶІ ϝҶлҶтҶкϝҶЎт ъ ϣҶж̵ϝҶжϼ ϣϚтϼϠ ϤϝЪϲЎ дв ϝлЧТϜϼϦ ϝвм

 ̪ϝҶлҶтҶЯҶК ϤҶжϝҶЪ сҶϦЮϜ ϣКмϼЮϝϠ ϸЛϦ аЮ ϝлжϒ аОϼ ̯ϜϸϠϒ ϝлжв сУϦЪϒ ъм длϪтϸϝϲϒ ̵Ьвϒ ъм аϝтцϜ ϼмϸϦм . длϚϝЪϠ омЂ
ϤϲϠЊϒ ,̭ϝЎтϠ РϝТϾ ϣЮϸϠм ϼмЊЦ аыϲϒ аыϲцϜ ϸЛϦ аЯТ ,амвлЮϝϠ ϣЯЧϪв ϤϲϠЊϒ   ЬҶЧҶϦҶжҶϦҶЮ ϣҶЯҶІϝҶТ ϣϠмА϶Ϡ ϒϸϠϦ

пЮϖ  пЮϖ ,дϚϝ϶ ϞтϠϲ   дҶЪϒ аҶЮ сҶжҶжϒ ϱҶтҶϲҶЊ,ϤϜϼҶДҶжҶϠ сҶлϦжϦЮ ... ϣЂмжЛЮϜм ϢϼтПЮϜ пЮϖ ,ЀϝжЮϜ аыЪ Рϝ϶Ϧ ϢϝϦТ
ϼϝлжЮϜ ЬϜмА ϝлЛвЂϒ ϤжЪ сжжϒ ъϖ ϝкϜϼϒ   ϤϜϼДжЮϜ ШЯϦ пЮϖ ϤЮмϲϦ ϣвЮϝϲ ϝкϸлКϒ ϤжЪ сϦЮϜ   сҶжҶϦҶвҶЯҶК ̱ϤϜмҶЊϒ

 дҶлҶЮϝҶвϐ дҶвм ϣҶвҶАҶϲҶвҶЮϜ дҶлҶвыϲϒ двТ . аЮϓϦϒ дϒ дмϸ дв ̯ϝЂϼϸ ϢϝтϲЮϜм аыϲцϜ дК сжϦвЯК. ϢϝтϲЮϜ сТ сϚϸϝϠв
 сІϜϼТ сТ ϤϼϼЦ ϣЛϚϝЎЮϜ  ЄтКϒ дϒ ϣтжϝϪЮ мЮм сЂУжЮ ϱвЂϒ дЮ сжжϓϠ  ̯ϝҶвмҶт ФϼҶОϒ аҶЯҶТ ̪дҶлҶвыҶϲϒ мϒ длϦϝтϲ

Ф̪ϜϼϠ ̱дϜмжЛϠ  рϸКм ϣУЮϝ϶вϠ ̯ϝвмт сЂУж д϶ϒ аЮм   .ϝлЮ 

й̪тЯК аϝжϒ ϣЂв϶ЮϜ Ϣ̵ϼЂцϜ дв ̯ϝтϒ ϼϝϦϲϒ ̵ϤϠм йϦϼмϸ дϝвϾЮϜ ϼϜϸм   сҶϦҶЮϜ дҶлҶϦϜмЊϒ дв ϣтЮϝ϶ ϣТϼПЮϜ ϤϲϠЊϒм
 ̪ϣҶвҶАҶϲвЮϜ длвыϲϒм ϢϼтϪвЮϜ длϪтϸϝϲϒ ЙϮϼϦЂц ̫сϦТϼО ϣϠϼО сТ сϲмϼ ϤвЊ ФϼϦ϶Ϧ ЬϜϾϦ ϝв  сҶжϼҶϠҶ϶ҶϦ м

ϣТϼПЮϜ иϺк сТ ̯ϝϦмЊ ̯ϝвмт ШЯвϒ аЮ сжжϒ сжϼϠ϶Ϧ, оϼ϶ϒ ϣЊЦ ϢϼвЮϜ иϺк ϤϜмЊцϜ   ̯ϝҶЛҶϚϝҶЎ ̯ϝҶϠҶϲ ̯ϝҶвмҶт ШЯвϒ аЮ,

 .ϼтПЊ ϼтϼЂϠ ЙвЂЮϜ ФϜϼϦЂϜ дК ϤЎЛϦЂϜ мЮ пжвϦϒ аЪм .....ϢϼтϠЪ ̯ϝвыϲϒ ъм 

 пУАЊв ̭ϝКϸ :аЯЧϠ 

ñ  сϧϠϜнϠ ϹЧТϒ дϒ ϥуЇ϶
бЮϝЛЮ   еК йгЮϝЛв СЯϧϷϦ

Рыϧ϶Ϝ ЭЪ ϣЮнУГЮϜ бЮϝК ò 

бЯЧЮϜ сϲм ев
 

Й̮̮̮̮̮̮̮̮Ϛϝ̮̮̮̮̮̮ЎЮϜ рϼ̮̮̮̮̮тϼ̮̮̮̮̮̮Ђ 
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memoirs  

Last year, I was selected as a Sheikh Mu-

hammad bin Zayed Scholar.  I was 

thrilled!  But not so at first.  During the 

first days of the program, I looked at it as 

something to fill in my free times. Later 

on, I started feeling under pressure with 

so much to do and so much readings and 

ideas to muster.  My friends started com-

plaining that we do not spend as much 

time together as we used to before, and 

when we do, Iõd either talk about the ide-

as I learnt in those classes, or my fellow 

scholars or worse still how much work I 

had pending.  It wasnõt easy, I am telling 

you.  But I am also telling you that it was 

worth it!  We had so much fun.  I enjoyed 

every bit of the program and I was pretty 

privileged to understand the nitty gritty 

of the American Government and For-

eign Policy.  

 

Last week, I got my certificate of success-

ful completion, awarded to me by New 

York University President and Her High-

ness Sheikha Mariam Bint Muhammad 

bin Zayed.  I donõt remember anytime 

during that ceremony that my eyes were 

not wet with tears.  I wept for how much 

Iõll miss the other scholars.  I wept for 

having the blessing of learning so much 

in such a short time.  I wept because my 

parents and none of my siblings were 

there to witness it.  And I wept, tears of 

joy, for my success. 

 

What do I want to say?.. Well, you all 

know your potentials.  You can achieve 

anything you want if you put your mind 

into it.  You just need to be yourself and 

focus on what are the important things 

in your life.  And whatever chance comes 

into your hand, take it seriously and do 

your very best.  You will feel happy in 

the end.  The taste of success is extraor-

dinary. I am sure all you want to taste it.  

Do your best, leave the rest to Allah.  

And remember - ôIf you think that you 

can or you cannot, then you are rightõõ.  

Just be great in all you do :)  

My Experience with the Sheikh Muhammad 

bin Zayed Scholars Program.  

 By: Zena Abdullahi - Faculty of Science 

ñ 
whatever chance comes 

into your hand, take it 

seriously & do your 

very best  ò 



11 

O 
h God, not again!  I moaned as 

my head throbbed and my nose 

bled intermittently throughout 

the seven and a half air flight.  Finally as 

the plane landed I heaved a sigh of relief 

blowing my nose.  An exclusive bus 

awaited us.  The bus passed through 

many interesting sights: Singapore Flyer, 

Marina Barrage, Sentosa 

Island, Raffles hotel and 

Marina Bay hotel apart 

from others.  But I could 

catch only glimpses of 

those owing to the fact 

how exhausted I was.  We 

reached the Grand Park 

City Hall, a beautiful 5 star 

hotel.  Suddenly, the whole 

world started looking dizzy.  

I couldnõt stand it anymore 

and the moment we re-

ceived our door keys, I ran 

to my room and retired for 

the night.  
 

The purpose of this trip 

was to attend the Har-

vard World Model United 

Nations, held at Suntec 

Convention Centre, Singa-

pore from March 14 ð 18.  We 

went as a delegation of 15 girls with 2 

faculty members.  Run by the Harvard 

undergraduates, this conference acts as a 

mock simulation of the United Nations 

where delegates from over 60 countries 

come together for a week of substantive 

debating, deliberating, and negotiating 

on the worldõs most pressing issues. This 

5 day conference proved to be an une-

qualled experience academically as well 

as a great platform to develop my leader-

ship abilities and hone my public speak-

ing and negotiating skills further. The 

best part of the conference is that you get 

a return gift - which is building life -long 

relationships with people you meet as 

strangers.  

 

After the successful closing ceremony of 

our conference we embarked on some 

sight -seeing. We visited the St. Andrews 

Cathedral and for the very first time, I 

witnessed the interior of a church. The 

arrangement of the chairs, the neatly 

placed bibles, the huge cross right in the 

middle, everything seemed so serene yet 

powerful. After enough snaps, we depart-

ed from the momentous build-

ing heading to the Marina Bay 

and were really amazed by the 

hotelõs beauty. On our way 

back, we took the MRT train 

to head to the Arab Street 

and that again was another 

first for me (considering 

the fact that even though 

I stay in Dubai, I have-

nõt yet tried the met-

ro!). The Arab street 

was thronged by 

many people enjoy-

ing authentic cui-

sines. The locale 

boasted some really 

great architecture, 

thumping Arabic mu-

sic, graffiti on the al-

ley walls and bikers 

zooming making the 

whole place extra vibrant. We also in-

dulged in a shopping spree at the Raffles 

city. The next morning, reluctantly, we 

bid goodbyes to the beautiful garden city 

and the hospitable Singaporeans who 

were ever ready to help us before we 

could even ask for anything. With all this 

we left the restaurant with a heavy 

heart.  
 

 This whole experience reminds me of the 

stupendous days I spent with my pals 

exploring and learning cohesively. Re-

calling what I was part of certainly has 

harbored a feeling which shall be ever 

etched deep down in my heart.  

Singaporeõs Marvels  
 By: Fatima Tariq - Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences  

ñ The best part of the con-

ference ... building life -

long relationships ...Ď ò 
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H 
ave you ever wondered about 

your past, ever wondered ôWhat 

if?õ ôWhat couldõve been?õ  It 

seems pretty harmless to think about, but 

to have these words on your mind all the 

time is unhealthy.  The past is the past.  It 

should be left in the past where it belongs.  

These words leave you dreaming and won-

dering about things you no longer have con-

trol of.  Things you canõt change.  All you 

have left from the past are your memories.  

Some good, some bad, accept them and 

move on.  Donõt dwell over whatõs been and 

gone.  Focus on what will and can   happen.  

It may seem like a difficult task, especially 

if one is going through a hard time in the 

present and wishing they were in the past.  

But the key here is to keep yourself busy.  

Do things you like.  Think forward.  You 

should dream about your future.  Set high 

goals for    yourself and strive for what you 

want and if you work hard enough, you can 

achieve that.  But spending all your time   

daydreaming about your past wonõt get you 

anywhere, because he who lives in the past 

doesnõt live at all. 

Have You Ever  Wondered About Your Past?  
 By:  Aziza Gaouda  -  Faculty of Engineering  

memoirs  
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 ШЮмϲ дв ЬЪ оϼϦ ̪ аЂϦϠϜ
 дДЮϜ дЂϲϒ ̪ ϝЦϼІв ̯ытвϮ

 оϼϦ ̪ ϣтϠϝϮтϖ ϤϝжϲІ м Ьвϒм ЬϔϝУϦ ϢϼДж ϝтжϸЮϜ сЮϖ ϼДжϜ ̪ йϠ ϸϠЛЮϜ дД дЂϲ ϸжК  дϗТ ̪ ύϝϠ
 РЦϜмв дв йЯвϲт ϝвм сЎϝвЮϜ ЀжϜ ̪ ШтЯК ϼЊЧт ЬтмАЮϜ ФтϼАЮϜ оϼϦ м ̪ Швϝвϒ ЬлЂт ϞЛЊЮϜ
 ̪ШϦϝтϲ сТ ϢϸтϸϮ ϣϲУЊ амт ЬЪ ϱϦТϜм ̪ ШϠϝϦЪ чвϦ сϦЮϜ ̭ϜϸмЂЮϜ ϤϝϲУЊЮϜ ШЯϦ ЬЪ мАϜ м ̪ ϣтϠЯЂ
 дК ̵Ь϶ϦϦ ъ м ̪Швыϲϒ сТ ЬϾϝжϦϦ ъм ̪ ЬЎТцϝϠ ϝвϚϜϸ аЯϲϜм ̪ ЬϔϝУϦЮϜм ϣϠϲвЮϜ м ̪ ЬвцϜ ϝкϔЯв

. аыϲцϜ ФЧϲϦϦ ϼϜϼЊшϝϠТ ̪ ШϦϝϲмвА 
 

         ̪ дмЪЮϜ дв ϒϾϮϦт ъ ̭ϾϮ ϤжϓТ ̪ ШϦтвкϒ дв ЬЯЧϦ ъ м ̪ ШϦϜϼϸЦ ϼЧϦϲϦ ъ м ШЂУж ϼЧϦϲϦ ъ
 м ̪Ϝ̯ϸϠϒ РЯ϶ЯЮ ϼДжϦ ъ м ̪ аϝвцϜ пЮϖ ϝ̯вϚϜϸ А϶Ϝ м ̪ дмЪЮϜ ϜϺк сТ ШЂУж ϤϠϪϦЮ ϸкϝϮ м ̪ϱТϝЪ ЬϠ
 ϸлϦϮϦм ̪ЬвЛϦЮ ϤЧЯ϶ ЬϠ ̪ϝ̯ЪЯв ъ м ̪ ϝ̯Цϼϝ϶ ФЯ϶Ϧ аЮ ШжϓϠ ϼЪϺϦ АϝϠϲшϝϠ ϤϼЛІ ϝвлвм ̪ ϣвЧЯЮ ЙЂϜ

. ϸтϼϦ ϝв пЮϖ ЬЊϦЮ 
 

          ϸЊϼϦ йϠТ ̪ ϰϝϮжЮϜ ϤϜмА϶ Ьмϒ ЬІУЮϝТ ̪ϤЯІТ ϜϺϖ ъϖ ϰϝϮжЮϜ ФЧϲϦ дЮ м ̪ϞϼϝϮϦ ϢϝтϲЮϜ
 ̪Ϝ̯ϾϮϝϲ ЬІУЮϜ ЬЛϮϦ ъ м  ̪ШϼДϦжт ϝвЮ ̵ϸЛϦЂϦ м ̪ϼЧϦУϦ ϝвϠ ϸмϾϦϦТ ̪ ШЊЧжт ϝв РІϦЪϦ м ̪Ш̭ϝА϶ϒ
 Шжц ̪ аЂϦϠϝТ ϤЯІТ ϜϺϗТ ̪ йЧтЧϲϦ ϸтϼϦ ϝв пЮϖ ЬмЊмЮϜ дв Шϸ̵тЧт ϝ̯жϮЂ мϒ ̪ϰϝϮжЮϜ дК ШЯЊУт

.аϝвцϜ пЮϖ ϢмА϶ ϤмА϶ 
 

         Ϝ̯ϸО :ЬЦ м ̪аЂϦϠϝТ ̪ ШТмϼД ϤжϝЪ ϝвлв м ШКϝЎмϒ ϤжϝЪ ϝвлв ̪ ЬϔϝУϦЮϜ дмЯϠ ШϦϝтϲ ϬϾвϜ
 ЬЎТϒ дмЪтЂ-  ̭ϝІ дϖ-  м ̪РЧϦ ыТ ̪ ̭ϝА϶ϒ дв ϤϠЪϦϼϜ ϝвлв м ̪ Шϝтжϸ сТ ϤЯЛТ ϝвлв м ̪

 ̪ ϤϼϪЪ ϝвлв ϞмжϺЮϜ ϼУПт ̪ ϝ̯втϲϼ Ϝ̯ϼмУО ̯ϝ̰Ϡϼ Шϝжк дϓϠ ϼЪϺϦ ЬϠ ̪ " ϤЪЯк ϸЧЮ " :ШЂУж сТ ЬЧϦ
 дϖм пϦϲ ̪ϼт϶ЮϝϠ ϝвϚϜϸ Ь̭ϝУϦ м ̪ Шϼмвϒ ЬЪ сТ йтЯК ЬЪмϦ м ̪ШЧЮϝ϶ пЮϖ ϞϦм ̪ ШϦ̵тж ϱЯЊϓТ

.ϜϼЂт ϼЂЛЮϜ ϸЛϠ дϗТ ̪ ϼмвцϜ Ϥ̭ϝЂ 
 

          ̪ϙА϶т дϝЂжϖ ЬЪТ ̪ ̭ϝА϶ϒ дв ϜмϠЪϦϼϜ ϝвлв м ̪алЛϚϝϠА ϤжϝЪ ϝвлв дтϼ϶фϝϠ дДЮϜ дЂϲϒ
 ϝ̯Њϼ̳Т алАКϒ  ЬϠ ̪ ШтЮϖ ϜмϔϝЂϒ мЮм пϦϲ ̪ ϝвϚϜϸ алϠ дДЮϜ дЂϲϒ ̪ дмϠϜ̵мϦЮϜ дтϚϝ̵А϶ЮϜ ϼт϶м
 ̪ϝ̯вϚϜϸ дДЮϜ дЂϲϒ ̪ ϼϠ̵ЊЮϝϠ ϝлтЧЂϦ Ϥжϒ м Ϝ̯ϼт϶ ϼвϪϦ ϢϼϺϠ алЂмУж сТ ИϼϾϦ ШЮϺϠ ϤжϓТ ̪ϢϸтϸК

. ШϠ дДЮϜ дЂϲ̳т 
  ШЮмϲ дв ЬЪ ϸϮϦ ̪ ШжϜмжК ϣвϝЂϦϠъϜ ЬЛϮϜ м ̪ϝвϚϜϸ аЂϦϠϜ

 йϮмϠ Ϝ̯ϸϲϒ ЬϠϝЧϦ ъ м ̪ алϲϜмϼϒ сТ ̵ϨϠт ϼмϼЂЮϜм ̪ аЂϦϠт

 ̪й̵жД Ϟ̵т϶Ϧ м ̪йЂУж сТ ЬвцϜ ЬϦЧϦ ШЮϺϠ ϤжϓТ ̪ ЀмϠК

 ̪ϝϚтІ ϼЂ϶Ϧ дЯТ аЂϦϠϜ ̪амϸϦ ъ Ϝ̯ϸϠϒ ЬϜмϲцϝТ ̪аЂϦϠϜ

 ̪Швмт пЯК ШжтЛϦ ϣтϠϝϮтϖ ϣЦϝАЮ ϣϮϝϲϠ ϤжϓТ ̪аЂϦϠϜ

 ̪ЬвцϜ алтАЛϦ сϦЮϜ ШϦвϝЂϦϠъ ϬϝϦϲт ШϼтПТ ̪аЂϦϠϜ

 ̪ ШϼлД пЯК ϝ̯вмвк ЬвϲϦ дϒ дв ϼЊЦϒ ШϦϝтϲТ ̪аЂϦϠϜ

                            . аЂϦϠϜ аϪ ̪ аЂϦϠϜ аϪ ̪ аЂϦϠϜ 

ò 
ñ 

бЯЧЮϜ сϲм ев 
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A Pleasant Surprise  

W 
hat a day, my mind was racing 

from a long day of classes since 

morning and now finally I had 

reached my university hostel, and I could 

really use some rest. It was one of those 

long days that minutes seemed like hours 

and hours like days. Sitting on my bed 

catching a breath, for a moment I started 

thinking of my family back in Kenya and 

how it had been almost a year since I hadn't 

seen them, and before I  knew it I was going 

through some of the stuff in my travelling 

bagé 

 

Then I saw this piece of paper neatly folded 

in one of the pockets of the bag. I unfolded 

it carefully ð oh, it was a letter from my 

little 9 -year-old sister; she had written me a 

letter before I 

travelled and 

she secretly 

put it in my 

travelling bag.  

I didn't know 

why she did 

but as I kept 

on reading it I 

could feel the 

need in her words, and by the end of the 

letter I found myself crying, tears flowing 

full stream, because in that moment I had 

never missed her more. She had requested 

me to buy her some stuff, some of which 

were funny things that made me laugh; all 

in all, she had made my day.  

 By :  Omar Ali Chai - Faculty of Business and Economics 

ñ I could feel the need in 

her words ...  

ò 

Everything Is Worth Trying  

 By :  Requia Harous - Faculty of Humanities and 

Social Sciences  

P 
eople always wonder if what they 

are doing is worth doing. Well, to 

me nothing is worthless. I   believe 

so because we humans are always in the 

process of learning, we learn from our suc-

cess and from our failures. We never give 

up, and we always have an interest in try-

ing new things. Therefore, if we will al-

ways wonder if what we are going to do is 

worth it or not, we might miss the chance 

to learn a new thing. Won't we?!  ñ we humans are always in the 

process of learning ...Ď 

ò 
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I wish I could capture the mystery of me.  

It confuses, frightens, escapes me; 

Having lived on either extreme,  

Iõve learnt to balance 

The red with the blue  

Urdu with ôArbiõ 

But both, in some way, define me.  

 

Divided, yet whole,  

With a little bit of both  

I am Purple.  

 

I wish you knew what makes up me  

All these things that complicate me  

My calm and yet dynamic profile  

Iõve experienced both ends 

The West and East  

The warm and bleak  

Guess Iõll never be revealing me. 

 

Divided, yet whole,  

With a little bit of both  

I am Purple.  


